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I President’s Message I

As I write, we have just finished the final performance of Sa/ome. As the Production Sponsor, the Guild has
received many warm words of thanks from Jim Wright and the Vancouver Opera staff and board. The opera
is controversial and I am sure that some Guild members were unhappy; however, the production was
considered magnificent by all critics and the audience grew larger each evening. The Guild is able to support
these musical endeavors through fundraising and it is to the Guild’s credit that, in these difficult times, we
have been able to maintain our commitments.

The 2009-2010 Opera Season is the Golden Anniversary of the Vancouver Opera. There is an organizing
committee for the special events to commemorate this. Reet Kana is the Guild’s representative on this
committee. To support the celebrations, the VO committee has three honourary chairs representing the past,
present and future of the Vancouver Opera. For the future, VO has asked a young student, Justin, who is in
Grade 4 at Glenview School, Prince George, to be the honourary chair. Justin is a very talented writer but his
school is small and too poor to be able to include much in the way of a music program. As VO is taking care
of Justin, I thought the Guild could support the VO’s Golden Anniversary and help the other students in the
school by sponsoring a music program. After consultation with the Guild’s Education Committee and the
Board of Directors, we have created a package called The Guild Adopts a School that includes a
performance of Jack Ping as the VOIS makes its Northern Tour in the fall, the sponsorship of two teachers to
attend Music! Words! Opeéra! (the VO’s education workshop), and support to produce an opera created by the
children in the school. I met the acting head teacher and Justin’s teacher at a reception in Vancouver,
sponsored by Dr. Linda Kaser, a VO director, and Dr. Judy Halbert, who work with the school through the BC
Ministry of Education. To say that everyone is thrilled by the support of the Guild would be an
understatement. We seem to have provided a chord of hope in an area where unemployment and poverty are
ever present.

We are able to undertake this initiative because many of you have added donations to the Guild when you
renewed your membership. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. Your donations have enabled
the Guild to increase our support of opera in this new area and we are hopeful we can make this program an
annual commitment.

The Annual General Meeting will take place July 8, 2009 at the home of Jane McLennan. Once again, Jane
has generously invited us to her home for the meeting and for dinner afterwards. This year we are required to
elect a slate of officers for the Executive. I hope to see you there.

With very best wishes,

Lis

Lis Dawson
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| Information for Members I

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Patricia Bowman, Jean Ingram-Johnson,
Brendan Rowell, Laurie Switzer

Name Tag Order Form

Name to appear (first name only - print clearly):

Type of Name Tag: [ ] Magnetic back [ ] Pin back
(If not indicated a magnetic back will be ordered.) (Pacemaker wearers should order pin back.) Price: $6.50

Name:
Address:
Phone:

Please mail completed order form and cheque payable to the Vancouver Opera Guild to:
Vancouver Opera Guild
835 Cambie Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 2P4
Attention: Michele

IN MEMORIAM

The Guild was saddened to learn that long-time Opera Guild member Maureen
Woodman passed away on March 21, 2009 after a courageous battle with cancer.
Maureen was born in England, but educated in South Africa before immigrating to
Canada.

" Maureen will be remembered as a vibrant woman who could light up the room with her
smile. She lived life to the fullest, enjoying world-wide travelling and pursuing her
interests in opera and music right up to the last few weeks of her life. She participated in
| many Guild activities, most recently volunteering at the Artists’ Door. She was a long-
& time supporter of Vancouver Opera, working in the Lottery office and at the Lottery

. table as well serving as an Ambassador. She was a member of Amatori.

Maureen will be missed by her many friends.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE

VANCOUVER OPERA GUILD

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2009
5:00 p.m.

to be held at the home of

JANE McLENNAN
3638 PINE CRESCENT, VANCOUVER

Meeting begins PROMPTLY at 5:00 p.m.
followed by a buffet supper at the kind invitation of our hostess

RSVP BEFORE FRIDAY, JULY 3 TO:
Anne Pearson: (604) 730-0204

Please read the Annual Report mailed with this newsletter.
The report will not be read at the meeting.

Directions to Jane McLennan’s home:

Granville Street to Angus Drive (first street south of 16™ Avenue light) - turn west

Go along Angus Drive to the second street on your right (Hosmer) - turn right onto Hosmer
Proceed to the end of the block (Hosmer and Pine)

Jane’s home is on the south-east corner of Hosmer and Pine Crescent

YV VY
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Committee Reports. .. I
Artists’ Door I

Thank you to my dedicated team of volunteers who contributed their time during the last season. As in prior
years our help to ensure the safety and comfort of performers, staff and guests at the Artists’ Door was greatly
appreciated by Vancouver Opera.

I am also pleased to announce that Karel Geysendorpher has kindly volunteered to act as the new co-chair
person for this committee. 7he Guild is also looking for a chair person for the Artists’ Door, a position |
truly enjoyed over the last 5 years. If you think this would be a good fit for your interests, please contact me
directly. I will be pleased to provide detailed specification of what is required.

Have a great summer.

Eva Assoignon
Director and Chair

| Education I

Vancouver Opera in Schools

The VOIS production of Jack Pine closed at the end of April with a successful tour to Ottawa where there
were performances at the National Arts Centre as well as in several Ottawa schools. There was interest
expressed by several arts groups across Canada including Calgary and Whitehorse. The production will be re-
mounted, with the same cast, in the fall and start the season with a northern tour which includes the Queen
Charlotte Islands and Prince George. We will be providing a performance to the school just outside of Prince
George which the Guild has “adopted” and which we are hopeful will also be involved, with Guild assistance,
in the Music! Words! Opera! program. More information about this school and its students in the fall.

We will be using Jack Pine for our Christmas fundraiser on Sunday, December 6, 2009 at the Academy of
Music so please mark your calendars!

Art work which comes in from children who have seen the VOIS production was looked at June 1, 2009 and
the winners acknowledged before school is out for the summer.

The Opera Experience program continues to flourish and Guild docents have escorted over 500 students on
backstage tours this season. There will be some new facts to absorb before Norma opens as there will
definitely be some changes to the Queen Elizabeth Theatre this summer.

I thank everyone who has been a part of the Education Committee activities this past year and I hope to see
you all again in the fall. I wish you a fun-filled summer!

Pat Hancock, Director and Chair
Merilyn Croslin, Co-Chair

Vancouver Opera Guild Notes Page 5 May/June 2009



| Guild Centre I

From the new production of Eugene Oneginto Carmen’s fastest selling production, the excitement that was
Rigoletto, and the season’s finale of Sa/ome, another successful opera season comes to a close. The
Vancouver Opera Guild was the proud sponsor of Sa/ome with its powerful cast and gripping story. With
many opera patrons visiting the Guild Centre, members helped to stimulate interest in Guild activities.

Throughout the season brochures, fund raisers, and tour information were on display for the theater audience’s
perusal. Member’s noted more focus from the opera patrons likely due to the Vancouver Opera Guild banner
which identifies our location, and also the members themselves are more confident of their roles. New
members were initiated into the committee and we further invite any new members who wish to participate in
raising awareness of the Guild’s activities for a rewarding experience. It is always gratifying to see that
membership increases after an opera performance.

We invite Committee Chairs to continue giving their information and pictures for display on the Guild story
boards. The Guild Centre along with the Guild is ever changing and growing with the endeavours of the
Vancouver Opera Guild. Many thanks to the members and team leaders who gave so graciously of their time.

We look forward to your continued support in the new and exciting season of Vancouver Opera’s milestone
50™ Anniversary.

Wishing you a sunny summer, until we meet again in November!

Rose Amato, Director and Chair
Elaine Petersen, Co-Chair

| Membership I

The Guild currently has a total of 194 members, of whom three are honourary and 23 are new this year. 20
former members failed to renew this year, but 9 of those declined due to illness or advancing age.
Unfortunately we also lost two longstanding, active members to death. Our list of donors numbers 54
members, up nine from last year.

One-year memberships expire on June 30. Payment of dues will be accepted at the AGM on July 8, and
indeed is a requirement for voting. It would be preferable, however, that payments be sent in to the office in
advance where possible, to reduce the amount of paperwork to be done at that meeting. You’ll find an
application form at the end of this Newsletter.

Gwyneth Westwick, Membership Chair
Dawne Dye, Membership Co-Chair
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| Newsletter I

I have thoroughly enjoyed the creative side to preparing the newsletter. The newsletter however consumes a
huge amount of my time and energy in addition to a full-time job and only a few volunteer commitments
(compared to the past). After considerable reflection I realized that I had been taking family, friends and health
for granted. I have therefore tendered my resignation as editor of the newsletter after the 2009/10 season.

Regrettably Lois Bewley, the Co-Chair is unable to continue in this role, S0 / am seeking both a Chair and a
Co-Chair. 1f anyone is interested in either position, please contact me at (604) 733-6239.

I would like to thank all those who I have depended on to complete this task, including Lou Henley. You have
all contributed to its success. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

Regards,
Judy Westacott

| Rehearsal Refreshments I

During the 2008/09 season eleven new members joined the Rehearsal Refreshment Committee (RRC) and they are:
Rosemarie Block, Margaret Bowyer-Smyth, Lois Hosein, Sonja Mitchell, Ann Moore, Jennifer Petersen, Brendan
Rowell, Laurie Switzer, Eva-Marie Trebell, Bev Watt, and Alexandra Ziebeil. I am glad to have you on board!

I realized when the 2008/09 season was announced that this was going to be a very busy year for the Rehearsal
Refreshment Committee. £ugene Onegin, Carmen and Rigoletto each turned out to have a very large cast,
chorus and orchestra, and the production of Carmen had many children. Sa/ome did not have a chorus, but the
huge orchestra made up for it in size. All in all we provided food for close to 1,100 people this year. Kudos to
all members who so willingly help out making sandwiches, cutting carrots and celery, and baking fruit loaves,
squares, muffins and cookies. The variety of food laid out on the tables each time is amazing and very much
appreciated by all, which is always reflected by the many thank-you’s and smiles we receive. From the bottom
of my heart I would also like to add my thanks. You are the greatest!

Appreciation was also reflected in the traditional speech given by violist Colin Miles who, on the last rehearsal
night of the season, thanked all the members of the RRC for continuing to provide such a variety of
refreshments to orchestra and chorus members during their breaks. For those of you, who were not present
that night, please note that your work does not go unnoticed.

I would be delighted if you could sign up again for the Rehearsal Refreshment Committee next season, and I
would also like to encourage other Guild members to join this exciting committee, so please take a moment to
complete the Renewal Notice which is enclosed with this Newsletter, and then send it to the Membership
Chair on or before July 1, 2009.

In closing, my co-chair Kathy McDonald and I would like to thank you for all your support and cooperation —
we could not do it without you. Have a wonderful summer and we sincerely hope to see you again in November.

Lore Hoffmann, Director and Chair (604) 738-2034
Kathy McDonald, Co-Chair (604) 254-1434
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| Special Events I

The Guild’s third Special Event of the year, and highlight of the season, was Pasta & Puccini, a lively evening at
Don Francesco Ristorante, where we enjoyed outstanding Italian food and what must be the most attentive
service in Vancouver. Christopher Gaze charmed us with his live auctioning of eight terrific items: a spa
package; a meal served by James Wright, General Director of the VO; getaways to the Pacific Opera of Victoria
and to Harrison Hot Springs; a wonderful VIP opening night of Sa/ome and some very fine art, including pieces
from Toni Cavelti and Robert Held. The generosity of this year’s donors was very much appreciated.

Guests were treated to delightful performances by five future stars from the UBC Opera Program: Simone
Osborne, Suzanne Rigden, Brian Lee, Zhang Xiao Dong and Andrey Andreychik. We also enjoyed a great aria
sung by our host, Francesco himself. Despite the economic uncertainty of the times, Pasta & Puccini exceeded
last year’s fundraising benchmark, bringing over $14,199 to the Guild in support of its many programs.

The Special Event Committee wishes to take this opportunity to thank the many, many Guild members who have
supported these Special Events in the past year, both as volunteers and participants. Your active involvement
makes a real difference, not only on the main stage of the VOA, but also in support of Guild programs to help
nurture young singers and new audiences.

Anne Pearson, Director and Chair
Margaret Archibald, Co-Chair

| Tours I

New York City Opera Tour - March 15-22, 2009

Twenty-two fortunate people signed up for the tour, which included Elaine Godwin and Linda Lee Henriksen
as the tour escorts. Most of us left from Vancouver for Seattle and Newark March 15, after having our plane

de-iced following a small snow flurry (a final blast of winter?) that morning! Our bus met us in Newark and

quickly whisked us off to our hotel, the Holiday Inn Midtown.

Monday afternoon, a wine and cheese reception was held at the hotel to welcome everyone. Anne Tweedy, who
had come to New York City a day early so that she could attend the Met’s 125™ anniversary Gala and celebration
of Placido Domingo’s 40th year at the Met, regaled us with her story of attending the Gala, and especially her
experience of mingling with the stars at the reception afterwards when she was warmly invited to join in
without a ticket! This story put us all in the mood for our first opera that evening, Verdi’s // Trovatore. Sets
were inspired by the paintings of Goya and Sandra Radvanovsky gave an excellent performance in the role of
Leonora. The other singers were Dimitri Hvorostovsky as the Count de Luna, Luciana D’Intino as Azucena,
and Philip Webb as Manrico. Philip Webb was replacing Marcelo Alvarez who was ill.

Our second opera was Bellini’s La Sonnambul/a. The director of the production, Mary Zimmerman, relocated
the events from a 19th century Swiss village (which reappeared at the closing, at least in the costuming of the
performers!) to a contemporary rehearsal hall where a small opera company is rehearsing a traditional
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production of the opera! We enjoyed Natalie Dessay as Amina, and Juan Diego Florez as Elvino. Our third
operas were Cavalleria Rusticana and Pagliacci. The vintage production, sets and costumes were designed by
Franco Zeffirelli. Roberto Alagna sang in both productions, as Turiddu in Cavalleria Rusticana, and as Canio
in Pagliacci. Alberto Mastromarino, in his Met debut, sang Tonio in Pagliacc/, and also, replacing Charles
Taylor, as Alfio in Cavalleria Rusticana.

Our fourth and final opera was Dvorak’s Rusalka starring Renee Fleming in the title role. In this ultra-realistic
fairy tale setting designed by Gunther Schneider-Siemssen and lit by Gil Wechsler, we were entertained by
frogs and water sprites, a gnome, a prince, a princess and a witch, Jezibaba, performed by Stephanie Blythe.
The weather in New York was very pleasant and sunny with just one showery day. Everyone took advantage
of the many activities the ‘Big Apple’ has to offer: museums, sightseeing, shows, musicals, walking and
exploring. The group gathered on Sunday mid-afternoon for a smooth transfer by bus to Newark airport and
our journey home via Seattle, to Vancouver.

Many thanks to Genny MacLean of Great Expeditions who organizes and makes our tours happen.

Thank you also to all the tour participants for supporting the Vancouver Opera Guild and joining in our tours.

Elaine Godwin

| Transportation I

This year twenty-six artists were successfully met at the airport, welcomed to Vancouver and taken to their
place of abode by VOG Transportation Committee members. Some members provided extra service by taking
the artist grocery shopping or picking up a spouse at the airport at a later date.

The main concern for the Committee this year was the weather at the end of December, which thwarted our
efforts in meeting all incoming artists. Five artists for Carmen arrived on Sunday, December 28 — a day when
heavy snow in Vancouver alleys and side streets made it impossible for Committee members to drive. It was
deemed safer to have these artists take taxis rather than risk adverse consequences in the snow.

Another two artists had last minute flight changes and thus were unable to be met on arrival.
The Co-Chairs wish to thank all Committee members for their valiant service. As well the artists have

expressed great appreciation for the warm welcome and transportation service provided.

Diana Herbst, Director and Chair
Bob Houston, Co-Chair
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VOG 2009/10 CALENDAR

Note: All Vancouver Opera performances 7:30 pm, Queen Elizabeth Theatre

UBC Opera Previews can be registered for at (604) 822-1444

“QOpera Speaks” 7:00 to 9:00 pm, central branch of Vancouver Public Library, Alice MacKay Room

July 2009
9

September
23

November
23,24
28

December
1,3,5
6

March 2010
8,9
13,16, 18, 20

April
19, 20
24,27, 29

May
1,4
24,25
29

June
1,3,5,8,10

Annual General Meeting

Welcome Back Event

Rehearsal Refreshments
Norma

Norma
Christmas Fundraiser: Jack Pine

Rehearsal Refreshments
Nixon in China

Rehearsal Refreshments

The Marriage of Figaro

The Marriage of Figaro
Rehearsal Refreshments
Madama Butterfly

Madama Butterfly
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APPLICATION FORM FOR NEW & RENEWING VO GUILD MEMBERS

Thank you for your interest and support. Membership year ends June 30. Please complete the information below and
check off all the committees you would like to work on during the next season to qualify for Active Membership.

Name
Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms./Dr. (Please print)
Address
City Postal Code
Tel./Fax/e-mail:
(tel. home) (tel. work) (Fax) (e-mail address)

Your name and contact information will only be shared for VOG-related business (e.g. tours, special events,

Vancouver Opera announcements, etc.). This complies with the BC Privacy Act and Canadian Personal Information
Protection and Electronics Documentation Act.

| Are you a new member? [] Yes [] No If renewing, when did you join? |

Membership: (2 persons resident at the same address may take a Family Membership)

[] Active Single: 1-year $25 2-year $50 [] Sustaining Single: 1-year $40; 2-year $ 80
[] Active Family: 1-year $30 2-year $60 [] Sustaining Family: 1-year $50; 2-year $100
[ ] Young People (under 25 years of age) 1-year $12 | [] Young People 2-year $24
(Must actively participate in at least one committee) (Involvement by choice only)
Donation: (Tax Deductible) BN 13252 2855 RR0001
[] Opera Education in Schools Fund $
[] Career Development/Awards Fund $
[ ] Other $
Which Committees would you like to work on this coming season?
[ ] Artists’ Door [ ] Rehearsal Refreshments
[ ] Awards [] Special Events
[] Guild Centre [ ] Telephone
] Membership [ ] Tours
[ ] Newsletter [] Transportation
[] Opera Education in Schools ] Other VOG volunteer opportunities

] Publicity / Public Relations

(] PLEASE SEND ME MY NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY (must provide e-mail address above)

Please return this Membership Application/Renewal Form and your cheque payable to:

The Vancouver Opera Guild on or before July 1% to: Membership Chair
Vancouver Opera Guild
835 Cambie Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2P4

Amount Enclosed: $ for Opera Guild Membership
$ for a voluntary Donation
$__ TOTAL
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